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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1. Applicant is advised of possible benefits under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), wherein an 
application for patent filed in the United States may be entitled to the benefit of the filing date of 
a prior application filed in a foreign country. 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an application 
filed in Germany on 01 September 2004. It is noted, however, that applicant has not filed a 
certified copy of the 10 2004 404 2209.5 application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 

3. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an application 
filed in Germany on 06 October 2004. It is noted, however, that applicant has not filed a 
certified copy of the 10 2004 404 8898.3 application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1 - 4, 6, 8, 9, 12 - 15, and 8 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Rasch et al. DE 10018170 ("Rasch"). Rasch discloses an airbag (16) for use in a 
motor vehicle (fig. la) comprising: with an airbag cover (24) enclosing a gas chamber (PI) and 
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at least one venting arrangement which connects the gas chamber to the an exterior environment 
(A), wherein a gas flow (fig. lb) is throttled or blocked by the venting arrangement when a 
certain area (16) of the airbag cover meets an obstacle (14), and the venting arrangement 
includes at least one opening in the airbag cover, and the venting arrangement also includes at 
least one tube connected with the airbag cover in which the at least one opening ends, and the 
tube exhibits includes an exit opening (side of 46) to the exterior environment. 

6. In reference to claims 2 - 4, 6, and 18-20, Rasch further discloses the exit opening is 
one end of the tube; wherein two ends of the tube are exit openings; wherein the tube includes a 
fabric element (46) fixed on the airbag cover so that a part (45) of the tube walls are formed of a 
section (18a) of the airbag cover; further comprising a plurality of openings end in the at least 
one tube; wherein the tube is positioned such that upon deployment of the airbag a large 
occupant (14) of the motor vehicle will contact the tube and block the gas flow to the exterior 
environment and a small occupant (14) will not contact the tube, permitting the gas flow to 
continue; wherein the large occupant includes a fiftieth percentile male (14); wherein the small 
occupant includes a fifth percentile female (14). 

7. In reference to claim 8, Rasch discloses a motor vehicle (fig. lc) including a side airbag 
(12), the side airbag comprising: with an airbag cover (24) enclosing a gas chamber (PI) and at 
least one venting arrangement (44) which connects the gas chamber to an exterior environment 
(fig. 4a), and the a gas stream flow (A) is throttled or blocked when a certain area (48) of the 
airbag cover meets an obstacle (14), wherein the venting arrangement includes at least one 
opening in the airbag cover, and the venting arrangement also includes at least one tube 
connected with the airbag cover, in which the at least one opening ends, whereby and the tube 
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includes an exit opening (side of 46) to an exterior environment (fig. 4b) going towards the 
outside, and wherein the tube is located at the shoulder height of a fiftieth percentile male (14) 
when located in his a normal seating position (fig. 7a) with the airbag expanded. 

8. In reference to claim 9, Rasch discloses a motor vehicle (fig. 7b) with including a front 
airbag (12), the front airbag comprising: an airbag cover (18) enclosing a gas chamber (fig. 5a) 
and including an impact surface (18a) and at least one venting arrangement which connects the 
gas chamber to an exterior environment (A), wherein a gas flow (A) is throttled or blocked when 
a certain area (18b) of the airbag cover meets an obstacle (46), and the venting arrangement 
includes at least one opening in the airbag cover, and the venting tube also includes at least one 
tube connected with the airbag cover, in which the at least one opening ends, and wherein the 
tube includes an exit (side of 46) to the exterior environment. 

9. In reference to claims 12 - 15, Rasch further discloses a plurality (42) of openings; 
further comprising two symmetrically arranged venting arrangements; wherein the tube on the 
impact surface extends substantially horizontally across the impact surface from a central upper 
area (fig. 4a); further comprising at least two openings. 

10. Claims 1, 2, 4 5, 7, 8 - 12, 14 - 16, and 18 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Hofmann et al. U.S. 7,475,904 ("Hofmann"). Hofmann discloses an airbag 
(14) for use in a motor vehicle (fig. 1) comprising: with an airbag cover (14) enclosing a gas 
chamber (16) and at least one venting arrangement which connects the gas chamber to an 
exterior environment (fig. 2a), wherein a gas flow (24) is throttled or blocked by the venting 
arrangement when a certain area (18) of the airbag cover meets an obstacle (12), and the venting 



Application/Control Number: 10/588,521 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3616 

arrangement includes at least one opening in the airbag cover, and the venting arrangement also 
includes at least one tube connected with the airbag cover in which the at least one opening ends, 
and the tube exhibits includes an exit opening (side of 34) to the exterior environment. 

11. In reference to claims 2, 4, 5, 7, and 18-20, Hofmann further discloses the exit opening 
is one end of the tube; wherein the tube includes a fabric element (34) fixed on the airbag cover 
so that a part (30) of the tube walls are formed of a section (14) of the airbag cover; wherein the 
fabric element is located on the side of the airbag cover which faces occupants of the motor 
vehicle; at least one additional opening (22) in the airbag cover positioned such that the 
additional opening does not end in the at least one tube; wherein the tube is positioned such that 
upon deployment of the airbag a large occupant (20b) of the motor vehicle will contact the tube 
and block the gas flow to the exterior environment and a small occupant (20a) will not contact 
the tube, permitting the gas flow to continue; wherein the large occupant includes a fiftieth 
percentile male (20b); and wherein the small occupant includes a fifth percentile female (20a). 

12. In reference to claim 8, Hofmann discloses a motor vehicle (fig. 2b) including a side 
airbag (14), the side airbag comprising: with an airbag cover (14) enclosing a gas chamber (16) 
and at least one venting arrangement which connects the gas chamber to an exterior environment 
(fig. 4a), and the a gas stream flow (fig. 6b) is throttled or blocked when a certain area (24) of the 
airbag cover meets an obstacle (2b), wherein the venting arrangement includes at least one 
opening in the airbag cover, and the venting arrangement also includes at least one tube 
connected with the airbag cover, in which the at least one opening ends, whereby and the tube 
includes an exit opening (side of 34) to an exterior environment (fig. 6c) going towards the 
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outside, and wherein the tube is located at the shoulder height of a fiftieth percentile male (2b) 
when located in his a normal seating position (fig. 5) with the airbag expanded. 

13. In reference to claim 9, Hofmann discloses a motor vehicle (fig. 2a) with including a 
front airbag (for seat 10), the front airbag comprising: an airbag cover (14) enclosing a gas 
chamber (16) and including an impact surface (14) and at least one venting arrangement which 
connects the gas chamber to an exterior environment (fig 2b), wherein a gas flow (fig. 3a) is 
throttled or blocked when a certain area (26) of the airbag cover meets an obstacle (2b), and the 
venting arrangement includes at least one opening in the airbag cover, and the venting tube also 
includes at least one tube connected with the airbag cover, in which the at least one opening 
ends, and wherein the tube includes an exit (side of 34) to the exterior environment. 

14. In reference to claims 10-12 and 14 - 16, Hofmann further discloses the at least one 
tube is located on the impact surface of the airbag; wherein the at least one tube located on the 
impact surface extends in an angled upward direction (fig. 4a) from a lower central area (18) of 
the impact surface sloping in an upwards direction (fig. 4b); a plurality of openings (22); wherein 
the tube on the impact surface extends substantially horizontally across the impact surface from a 
central upper area (16); wherein the front airbag is a passenger airbag (14) and the tube is located 
at an area (24) of the airbag cover between the impact surface and an instrument panel (12) of the 
motor vehicle, and the tube extends basically at an angle (26) to the longitudinal direction of the 
vehicle. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

15. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

16. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hofmann in view 
of Abe, U.S. 6,712,384 ("Abe"). Abe does not disclose the tube located approximately at knee 
level. Abe teaches a knee-level vent (14h). It would have been obvious for a person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Hofmann such that it 
comprised the tube located at knee level in view of the teachings of Abe so as to protect the 
knees by adapting the pressure releasing gas or restricting the flow out of the vent hole (column 
3, line 44). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KAREN JANE J. AMORES whose telephone number is 
(571)272-6212. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM - 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (571)-272-7742. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/GLENN DAYOAN/ KAREN J AMORES 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3612 Examiner 

Art Unit 3616 

/K. J. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3616 
/Paul N. Dickson/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3616 



